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Clerk O’'Donnell:

Nebraska Revised Statute 79-527.01 requires that the Truancy Task Force report to the
Legislature on or before October 1 of each year, its recommendations to reduce the
incidents of excessive absenteeism. The following constitutes the Report of the Truancy
Task Force including the attendance data from the 2012-13 school-year.

Mission:

“The task force shall study and evaluate the data contained in the reports required by 79-
527 and shall develop recommendations to reduce incidents of excessive absenteeism. The
task force may contact a school district or a county attorney for additional information.
The task force shall report to the Legislature on or before October 1 of each year.”

Participants:

Scott Swisher, Deputy Commissioner of Education
Ellen Brokofsky, Probation Administrator
Kerry Winterer, CEO - Department of Health and Human Services

Report:

A summary report of the 2012-13 attendance data is attached. As the report shows, the
overall number and percentage of students who were excessively absent (missed more
than twenty school days) slightly increased to 16,956 students, or 5.85% of the total
membership in public schools. Last year, the total number was 16,297 students, or 5.65%
of the total membership in public schools.

There were also comparable increases in the numbers of students who missed 15 or more
days (from 31,699 to 33,243), and in the number of students who missed 10 or fewer days
(from 68,497 to 72,962). This is the first time in four years that there has been an increase
in these numbers, and there is no discernible pattern or reason for these small increases.
When looking at the numbers from school districts, some districts continued to show an
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improvement in attendance for the fourth consecutive year, while some school districts
showed a slight increase in absences.

In reviewing the data from the attendance reports for 2012-13, the Truancy Task Force
would note the following:

1. The Legislature adopted last year’s recommendation of the Truancy Task Force to
eliminate the monthly excessive absenteeism reports from all public and nonpublic
schools, and to only require quarterly reporting of individual student attendance
from public school districts beginning with the 2013-14 school year;

2. The Legislature also adopted the recommendation of the Truancy Task Force to
change the date for this report to the Legislature to October 1 so that numbers could
be finalized and reviewed. The Truancy Task Force wishes to express its
appreciation to these changes by the Legislature.

3. The Task Force believes that school officials and communities need to be ever
vigilant on the need for school attendance since the chart for NeSA scores clearly
demonstrates that missing school hurts academic achievement of students. The
slight increase in the number of students missing more school is troubling. While
this may not indicate a trend, should this increase continue next year, the Task
Force intends to bring this to the Legislature’s attention.

Based on the 2012-13 attendance data and observations, the Truancy Task Force would
offer that no changes be made to Sections 79-201 through 79-210 regarding school
attendance expectations.

Respectfully submitted,

) Y

Scott Swisher, Ed.D., Deputy Commissioner of Education,
On behalf of Ellen Brokofsky, Probation Administrator, and
Kerry Winterer, CEOQ, Department of Health and Human Services

cc: Senator Kate Sullivan
Senator Brad Ashford
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